The Countdown

Curtain Opens/Closes as Maryann Enters 

All front lights on (flashing)

Introduction:
Maryann: Hey Everyone, I’m Maryann. Welcome to a very special Christmas edition of The Countdown on BTV. Christmas is about Jesus Christ the Savior of the world whose birth we remember on December 25th.  So to celebrate the Christmas season, we’re looking into the Top 10 ways Jesus Christ affected history.  To begin let me introduce to you my co-hosts; please, welcome The JD Crew!

Jon and David enter Maryann to side stage Curtain Opens/Closes as JD Crew enter

David: What is up BTV this yo boy D-Rob. Represent.

Jon: Good evening. I am Jon. What, what?

David: And we’re here to bring to you BTV’s special Christmas Countdown of The Ten Most Influential Moments in History.  Check It:  Bible in a Minute!

 Perform “Bible in a Minute” rap.
"BIBLE IN A MINUTE" 

EARTH MADE, ADAM EVE 
CAIN KILLS ABEL, HAS TO LEAVE 
BORING GENEALOGY 
GREAT FLOOD, OLIVE LEAF 

TOWER BABEL, ABRAHAM 
SODOM AND GOMORRAH AND 
ISAAC, JACOB, JOSEPH, MOSES 
TEN COMMANDS, PROMISED LAND 

JUDGES, DAVID, SOLOMON 
SENT AWAY TO BABYLON 
JOB, THEN A BUNCH OF PSALMS 
PROVERBS AND THE SONG OF SONGS 

MAJOR PROPHETS, LION DEN 
MINOR PROPHETS, BETHLEHEM 
GOLD AND MYRRH AND FRANKINCENSE 
SATAN AND SAMARITAN 

CHOOSE DISCIPLES, OTHER CHEEK 
WALK ON WATER, THOUSANDS EAT 
LAZARUS, FIG TREE 
LAST SUPPER, GETHSEMANE 

BLOOD MONEY, THIRD DENIAL 
PONTIUS PILATE, PUBLIC TRIAL 
FORTY LASHES, TO THE TREE 
WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME? 

THIRD DAY, EMPTY TOMB 
REAPPEARS, FIVE WOUNDS 
ACTS OF THE APOSTLES NEXT 
EPISTLES AND APOCALYPSE

Everyone claps!!!!!
Maryann:  Thanks guys! 

Jon & David: No problem!

All Sit at table Front Lights off SS lights on

Maryann To get an understanding of who the Jesus is and how he works in our world, we have to go way back to the beginning.  Before there was time John 1:1 says: “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made…”

Jon:  If we read on in that chapter, we learn that Jesus Christ is the person referred to as “The Word”.

David:   That’s Right!  So coming in at #10 in this countdown of the Top 10 ways Jesus affected history is The Creation Story as found in Genesis Chapters 1 & 2.

Creation Scene


Point of skit: Jesus Christ has been involved in this world from the beginning of time- He is eternal- He is God.

Jonathan: “Let me set the scene for you... “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.”   Curtain Opens SS off, Front on

Day 1:  “Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.”  Sunday School Child covered in Christmas lights. After says “light” bright lights shine from around stage. 

Day 2: “Then God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters.” Thus God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament; and it was so.  And God called the firmament Heaven.”  Sunday School Child dressed in rain coat, galoshes and an umbrella.

Day 3:  Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear”; and it was so.  And God saw that it was good.    Sunday School Child dressed as a tree. 

Day 4:  Then God made two great lights: the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars also.   Sunday School Child dresses with sun and moon and glow in the dark stars.  Before says “He made the stars also”, lights go out to see glow in the dark stars.

Day 5:  Then God said, “Let the waters abound with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the heavens.” So God created great sea creatures and every living thing that moves in the sea. And God saw that it was good.  Sunday School Child dressed in a scuba outfit. With a seagull on the shoulder
Day 6:   Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature according to its kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast of the earth, each according to its kind”; and it was so. Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over all the earth.”  God created them male and female.  Sunday School Boy dressed as Tarzan. (Swings across stage or swing offstage) Holding a tiger.  Leaves swinging on “vine” a la Tarzan.  

Day 7:  And on the Seventh Day, God rested! Sunday School Girl/Boy dressed in nightgown and holding pillow and night cap, blanket.  After she says lines, lays down on floor and goes to sleep  

Curtain Closes Front Off, SS On
Jon: God made all things perfect, but as we know today, it didn’t stay that way! Unfortunately soon after creation, man decided to disobey God’s commands and as a result man lost his close relationship with God as sin entered the world. 

David: But God did not leave mankind alone without hope. This is best shown in his promise to Abraham, the father of those who live by faith. 

Maryann: So coming in at # 9 in our countdown of the top Ten Moments that defined History, is The Call of Abraham as found in Genesis 12:1-3 ,15:1-6

Point of skit: God had a plan to save us from our sin

Abraham Scene

[image: image1.jpg]



All Lights Off, Stars On

GOD: “Get out of your country, 
      
From your family 
   
And from your father’s house, 
      
To a land that I will show you. 

I will make you a great nation;
      
I will bless you 
      
And make your name great; 
      
And you shall be a blessing. 

 
I will bless those who bless you,
      
And I will curse him who curses you; 
      
And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.”

Abraham: “Lord GOD, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is not my son but my servant Eliezer of Damascus?  Look, You have given me no offspring; so the first man that was born in my house is my heir!”

GOD:  “This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.  Abraham, Look up at the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to number them.  So shall your descendants be.”

Abraham walks off.

Stars off, SS On

Jon:  And Abraham believed in the LORD, and God accounted it to him for righteousness.  He went to the Promised Land and there God gave him a son, Isaac.  And through Isaac’s lineage came Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world!

The Ten Commandments
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Maryann:  It didn’t take long before Abraham’s family grew into the nation of Israel. After being enslaved by the Egyptians for 400 years, God freed the Israelites from bondage. 

Jon: It was while they were in the wilderness and on their way back to the Promised Land that they received the 10 commandments, which became the foundation of God’s Law. 

David: Arriving at #8 in the most Important Moments in History is the giving of the Ten Commandments.  Curtain Opens SS off Front ON

Point of skit: We all fall short of God’s standard for righteous living

Violators are scattered throughout audience. Bailiffs enter the courtroom. Bailiff 1 reads the audience the 10 commandments and the penalty of violating any of these commandments, which is death. He then explains the courtroom procedures.

Bailiff 1: These are the Ten Commandments as given by the Most High, the One and True God, the Great I AM.

1. You shall have no other gods before Me.

2. You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. You shall not worship them.

3. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.

4. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

5. Honor your father and mother

6. You shall not murder.

7. You shall not commit adultery.

8. You shall not steal.

9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

10. You shall not covet.

You will be called before the judge in alphabetical order. The judge will inform you of the charges against you and will then allow you to enter a plea of not guilty or guilty. If you enter the plea of guilty, the judge will deliver his verdict, which will be served immediately. If you enter the plea of not guilty, you will have an opportunity to defend yourself. The judge will then declare a verdict, which must be served immediately. Do you understand everything I have told you?

Bailiff 2: All rise for the honorable Judge Daniel (means God is my judge in Hebrew)

Judge Daniel enters courtroom and sits at the bench

Judge Daniel: Have you all been informed of the Ten Commandments and the procedures of the court?

Violators in unison: Yes your honor.

Judge: Very well then, we will proceed. Bailiff, who is first on the docket?

Bailiff 1: Stephanie J. Arnold, your honor.

Judge: Ms. Arnold, please approach the stand.

Arnold approaches stand, very confident

Judge: Ms. Arnold you have been charged with murder. How do you plea?

Ms. Arnold: Murder? What are you taking about? I was angry at my brother and all of a sudden I was arrested by some crazy cop. I didn’t murder anyone.

Judge: Are you familiar with the words of Jesus Christ found in Matthew 5:21-22?

Ms. Arnold: No your honor.

Judge: I will read it for you. “You have heard that the ancients were told ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court,’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and says to his brother ‘You fool’ shall be guilty enough to go to the fiery hell.”

Ms. Arnold: So you’re saying that because I got angry at my brother, I’m just as guilty as someone who committed murder? That’s ridiculous. My plea is not guilty. Anger is not the same thing as murder.

Judge: Very well then. You admitted that you were angry at your brother which led to your arrest. Based on the letter of the law, your confession and the sworn testimony of the arresting officer I find you guilty of murder and sentence you to death. 

Pounds gavel.

Bailiff 2 retrieves Mr. Arnold and leads him out of the courtroom.

Bailiff 1: The next defendant is Natasha Barone.

Judge: Ms. Barone, please approach the stand

Ms. Barone approaches stand, noticeably contrite

Judge: Ms. Barone you have been charged with coveting and stealing. How do you plea?

Ms Barone: Guilty your honor. I have no excuse for what I did and I throw myself on the mercy of the court.

Judge: Unfortunately Ms. Barone there is no provision for mercy. By admission of your own guilt and the evidence I have before me, I find you guilty of coveting and stealing and sentence you to death. 

As the judge pounds gavel, Ms. Barone cries for mercy as Bailiff 2 drags her out of the courtroom.
Judge: I will make one more decision before we take a recess. Who is the next defendant?

Bailiff 1: Stephen Dominguez

Judge: Mr. Dominquez, please approach the stand.

Mr. Dominguez approaches stand and is noticeably nervous

Judge: Mr. Dominguez, you are charged with worshipping idols. How do you plea?

Mr. Dominguez: I am not guilty of that your honor. May I explain myself?

Judge: Yes you may.

Mr. Dominguez: I do not worship any god for I do not believe that there is a God. I believe in science, which has theoretically proven the origins of the universe. I believe that I am responsible for doing what is good in this world and I believe that I have done a good job of being a good person. I believe that religion is the cause of all the problems in the world and that we as humans can make things right if we stop dividing ourselves along religious lines and unify as mankind. 

Judge: Mr. Dominguez, your very own words prove your guilt. There is only one Lord God, the great I AM, and only He is to be worshipped. You say you believe in science and its explanations of how this universe came to pass and so I believe that science is one of your gods. You say that you are the source of good in this world but the scriptures say that no one is good but God and so by your own confession, you worship yourself. No one is without an object of worship and you are no exception. Because you have failed to worship the only true God, I find you guilty of idol worship and sentence you to death. 

As judge pounds gavel, Mr. Dominguez becomes exceedingly irate and must be taken out of the courtroom by both bailiffs.  Bailiff 1 returns

Judge: Let it be known that there are none who will be found innocent of violating at least one these Ten Commandments. 

Bailiff 1: All rise as Judge Daniel leaves the court.  Audience rises and Judge Daniel leaves court.

Bailiff 1: You may be seated.  Audience sits  

Curtain Closes Front Off, SS ON

The Tabernacle
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Maryann: As you witnessed, there was no leniency by that judge and that is because the 10 Commandments and the rest of the law left no room for mercy. But God did provide a system of sacrifice and offerings that could temporarily provide atonement for the people’s sins.

David: At  #7 on our countdown is the Tabernacle.

Point of skit: Without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sin.
Black Curtain Open, White Shadow Curtain Closed

SS Off, Middle & Front On

Music & acting out of sacrifice process.

Father, mother and son come to front with a lamb.  Give the lamb to priest who “sacrifices” it on the altar.  Priest places hand on heads of each family member and then takes a basin behind the curtain (Holiest of Holies) Front & Middle Off, Shadow Lights On)then in shadows sprinkles “blood” on the Mercy Seat.  Exits HoH Front On puts hands on family’s heads Family and priest exit. Close Black Curtain All lights off, Shadow last, SS On
Jon: Without the shedding of blood there will be no forgiveness of sins. This gruesome practice of sacrifice was necessary to enter God’s presence because of our sin.  This was a picture of things to come.   When Jesus would shed His blood for our sins.
Joseph’s Family Reunion
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a rod out of Jesse,
Isaiah 11:3

and a Branch shall
out of his roots...”

“And there shall come forth





David:  Ya know what I was just thinking about?  Many people don’t realize that Jesus was born into an actual family.  A family with enough drama to rival a soap opera!

Maryann: Jesus’ family tree is full of interesting characters, these guys would make our own families look normal!

Jon:  But what is so awesome about it is that God used these people anyway!

Maryann:  There are five women mentioned in the Matthew genealogy of Jesus Christ.

David:  Those five ladies and their spouses make up our #6 spot in The Countdown.  Their stories were significant in the coming of Christ.

Maryann:  Very true, but can you imagine going to Joseph and Mary’s family reunion?!  I can picture it now….

Point of skit: God uses people to accomplish His work on earth and He can use anyone.

Curtain Opens Front On, SS Off

Joseph and Mary arrive at Joseph’s parent’s house for a family reunion.  Joseph’s mother greets them and proceeds to tell them Mary all the dirt she has on her family as she introduces them to her.

Mom: Oh Joseph and Mary!  It is so good to see you together!  I’m so glad you could make it!  Oh Mary, that dress is so beautiful, almost as lovely as my own I must say!  I spent a fortune on it!  And Joseph, my handsome boy, looking dashing as always!  Oh, it is so great that you could come!  I’m tickled pink!  Now let me introduce you to the family.  You must know by now that we come from the royal line!  Now let’s see who’s here… oh my!  Mary, look over there, that’s Judah and Tamar.  It’s because of Judah that we are in the royal line.  Joseph, tell Mary what Jacob told Judah, go ahead!

Joseph: Mom, Mary doesn’t want to hear that!

Mom:  Oh of course she does dear, tell her!

Joseph: Fine!  Jacob said to Judah: “Your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your father's sons will bow down to you. The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the obedience of the people.

Mom:  Very good!  You still remember!  Now Judah had twins with Tamar over there but the royal line passes through Perez who is our ancestor!  

Mary: That is very interesting.  We should go say hi!

Mom:   Oh I wouldn’t if I were you.  A quite unpleasant couple they are.  Always fighting!  Agh!  Don’t talk to them!  Follow me and I’ll introduce you to some much more pleasant company!

Walks over to Salmon, Rahab, Boaz and Ruth

Mom: Now let me introduce you to Salmon and Rahab and Boaz and Ruth.  

Greet each other

Mom:  You may be interested to know that Rahab is from the heathen city of Jericho

Salmon: But because my wife helped the Israelite spies she was rescued when Jericho was destroyed.  She had a sincere faith in the One True God, and for her faith, she was saved.

Rahab: God has done so many wonderful things in my life, I am so grateful for His mercy.

Mom:  Isn’t it so nice of God to save such wretches like Rahab!

Joseph: Mother!

Mom: What?!  Oh, forgive my rudeness; I forgot to introduce you to Boaz and Ruth!

Boaz: Hi, I’m Boaz and this is my wife Ruth, a pleasure to meet you!

Mom:  We thought Boaz would never marry!  He was getting up there you know and still not married and we were just about to give up hope when all of the sudden I heard a rumor about him and a Moabite woman and we were all shocked and thought he’d gone off the deep end.  But then we met Ruth and we’ve warmed up to her quite nicely.  She such a gem!

Ruth: When I came to Israel with my mother-in-law Naomi, I made her a promise.  I said: “Entreat me not to leave you, 
      Or to turn back from following after you; 
      For wherever you go, I will go; 
      And wherever you lodge, I will lodge; 
      Your people shall be my people, 
      And your God, my God. 

 Where you die, I will die,
      And there will I be buried. 
      The LORD do so to me, and more also, 
      If anything but death parts you and me.”

Boaz:  When I heard of Ruth’s kindness to my cousin Naomi, I couldn’t help but meet her and when I did, it was love at first site!

Mom:  Aren’t they lovely!

Trumpet sounds

Mom:  Oh my goodness!!!  He’s here!  He’s here!  It’s King David and Queen Bathsheba!  Places everyone!  Places!  (tidies herself up)  Now stand up straight Joseph, Mary do perk up, the King is coming!

David and Bathsheba enter.

Mom:  Welcome King David to our humble abode! Bows low
David: No, thank you for your kindness my dear relative Mom gives a light shriek and fakes embarrassment and modesty.  May I be so bold as to make a speech?

Mom:  Oh, do say whatever your heart desires my lord.  The floor is all yours.  Quite please King David is about to make a speech.  Do shut up!

David: 

I was a guilty sinner but by the grace of God I have been forgiven.  The Almighty has made a covenant with me, saying that one from my loins will rule forever.  That one is to be the Messiah, the Redeemer of Israel and the world.  He will save His people from their sins!

Mom: Oh my that was beautiful.  Just glorious if I may say so myself.  I don’t think I have ever heard such a beautiful speech before in my life.  Well shall we retire to the garden for dessert.  Very well, everyone outside.  Follow me, do excuse me your highness…etc.

Curtain Closes Front Off, SS On

Jon: That was an interesting family reunion. There was everything from a bickering couple to royalty

David. Don’t forget the fun and loquacious mother-in-law!

Jon: Do you even know what that word means?

David: Hey…that isn’t cool!

Maryann: Which brings us to our next point. Actually, this moment in history is what gave us the idea for this countdown in the first place. It is the birth of Christ. 

 David:  You see, all that we have covered before had to happen in order for this moment in history to take place.

Jon: So, coming in at #5 in the Top 10 moments Jesus affected in history is the birth of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world.

Nativity Scene
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Point of skit: The Christmas Story was just the beginning of God’s plan.
Pre-Recorded Narration: 

Curtain Opens SS Off, Front On

In a small town called Nazareth, a young girl, Mary was betrothed to be married to a carpenter named Joseph Bar Jacob. God was pleased with Mary and he chose her to be the mother of Jesus - the Son of the Most High.  

Mary and Joseph begin the walk up the isle to the center stage. They have bags – luggage – to signify that they are traveling

At that time the King Herod, decreed that everyone had to go to his home town to be counted. Joseph's home town was Bethlehem, because he was a descendent of King David. By this time, Mary was due to give birth very soon. 

Mary and Joseph are on stage now. Looking around. Knocking on the doors on either side of the stage, trying to get a room in Bethlehem  Curtain Closes/Opens when Baby out

Because so many people had to be counted, all the inns in Bethlehem were full.  Mary and Joseph ended up in a stable. Later that night, Mary gave birth to a baby son, and she called him Jesus. 

They take a seat toward the front of the stage where a “stable” and manger will be set up. Mary will be holding a doll “Jesus”. Mary and Joseph are looking at the baby.

In the meantime, there were shepherds were looking after their sheep in the fields just outside town. Many angel’s appeared to them and said “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 

Shepard’s start coming in. They are looking around frantically as if looking for something. Mary places Jesus in the “manger”

So the Shepard’s hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When the Shepard had seen Jesus, they glorified and praised God. 

The Shepard’s make exaggerated praying and praise motions towards God 

They spread the word of all they had seen and heard. 

Shepard’s exit side door 

And everyone who listened was amazed.  Curtain Closes/Opens when manger moved

Mary and Joseph take baby Jesus out of manger and Mary holds baby in arms (stage hand takes away manger and any other stable props

 After Jesus was born, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem. 

3 wise men come walking down the center isle. They are motioning to the crowd and mouthing out the words the narrator is saying

They said, “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him.” (They arrive center stage) The wise men followed the star to the house of Mary and Joseph. And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, (Wise men bow down and open they’re boxes as gifts) and fell down and worshiped Him. They opened their treasures, and they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

They leave the gifts, say goodbye to Mary and Joseph and exit side door

And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.   But that's not the end of the story - it’s only the beginning.

Solo: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” Curtain Closes after 1st verse

Front Off, SS On

Death, Burial, and Resurrection
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Point of skit: Present a clear picture of what Christ did for us.

Maryann:  God’s plan was being put into action by Jesus’ birth.  The climax was Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection.  This was why Jesus came to this world and this is how God chose to save us.

David: At #4: The Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

Pre-Recorded Narration (Man):  Black Curtain Open, White Curtain Closed 

SS Off, Shaddow Lights On

On that day angels sang and filled the heavens with their praises. On that day the earth became a dwelling place for its Maker. On that day three wise men brought Him gifts worthy for a king. On that day a star was shining in the heavens, marking the birth of the Savior.

Soon after that day He walked amongst His own. He taught in the synagogues, He gave the blind their sight, helped the lame to walk, and told the little children to “come”. 

Then one day they decided they didn’t want Him. They decided that He didn’t belong. After tearing the flesh from His body and spitting in His face, they placed a crown of thorns upon His brow and led Him outside the gate. Slowly nails were driven into His hands, His feet; and slowly the cross was raised. As He hung on that cross they mocked Him and called Him names. As He hung on that cross the skies darkened and trembled. As He hung on that cross He cried in a loud voice, “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me?” As He hung on that cross He cried “It is finished!” and gave up His spirit.

The world had never seen a day as dark as this. Life itself was silenced and placed in a grave. Those who followed Him gathered by themselves, trying to comprehend what had just taken place. How could it be that He was gone? He was supposed to conquer and rule the nations. But instead His body was wrapped, bandaged and was now lifeless in a tomb. He said that He came from the Father; He said He came to save those who were lost. He said He would rebuild the temple in three days. Yet now His voice speaks no more. 

On the third day things changed. With the rising of the sun came a new hope as the stone was rolled away. Death could hold Him no longer and neither could the grave. Death was swallowed up as the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, arose victorious from the dark domain. As He ascended to the Father’s throne, a promise was given as hope for those who believe; this Jesus Christ will soon return and will reign for all eternity. 

Close Black Curtain Shaddow Off, SS On

 The Fruits of the Spirit
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David:  Many people stop right there with the story of Jesus. But uh, uh, uh (wags finger).  The story goes on.  Jesus didn’t just die, rise again, and go to Heaven and call it a day.  The whole purpose of all of that was to have a relationship with humanity, with us.

Maryann:  Soon after Christ left the earth, He sent the promised Holy Spirit who would guide mean to truth. A direct result of the Holy Spirit living inside of us is something called the Fruit of the Spirit.  Number 3 in our countdown is the Fruit of the Spirit!

Point of skit:  Christ can change our lives

Curtains Open  SS Off, Front On

Owner and New employee are unpacking fruit from boxes and putting them on the table.

Owner: “Ok newbie, this is MY fruit stand. I sell fruit that changes people’s lives! Here, you see I have some Joy (holds up a fruit with a smiling face), and some Peace (she reaches for a fruit with a peace sign painted on it). Two things that everyone wants and I got them here at “Cha Quitas Fruit Stand”.

New Employee: Ok. But, with all respect, Boss - I seriously doubt people can buy a fruit that make them change the way they act. 

Owner: “Well, sweetie, your wrong.  Obviously nobody is peaceful and joyful naturally. But when they buy my special fruits, they’ll think they’ve changed. 

New Employee: I bet you get a lot of business. People are dying to experience real love (points to a heart fruit) and have true patience (Points to another fruit).

Owner: Ya, for sure. That’s why I run this business.  Now do your job and watch for customers while I go count the rest of the fruit in the back. 

1st customers come in.  1st  Kid comes in and starts looking at the fruit like he/she is really hungry. A 2nd kid comes in a rudely asks for some kindness fruit. 

Kid 2: “Hey lady, I want some kindness fruit, now!  Oh hi (she looks at the hungry kid 1 with a mischievous look) do you want me to buy you a sweet juicy Goodness fruit? Too bad!!! (she pushes kid 1 over and storms out)

New Employee: picks up kid 1 and gently bushes him off  Are you OK?  Be careful and stay away from that other girl. She shouldn’t treat you like that.”

Kid 1: Thank you for your help

New Employee: You’re welcome!  Anytime!

Owner: (in a mean voice) “What’s going on here!!! Newbie are you stealing my fruit?! I just saw you show faithfulness, gentleness, kindness and all around goodness!!!  And how do you have the self-control to not snap and yell back at me!!!”  She starts counting the fruit to make sure she didn’t steal any. 
“Wow. Um….I’m sorry hun. It looked like you had love for this little girl that you don’t even know!”

New Employee: “I believe that I should love others and esteem them as better than myself. Just like Jesus Christ loved us and gave himself for us.

Kid 1: Wow, I’ve never heard that before. I’m coming back here tomorrow! (exits)

Customer 3 comes in: Looking at her watch and looking worried

Customer 3: “Hi. Um, My bus is late and I need to get to work and I’m so stressed out.. ok, my point is – Can I wait in here till the bus comes?

New Employee: Ya, you can wait in here. 

Owner: But take a look around. I’m sure there’s a fruit in here just for you. I’ve got the best!!!

New Employee: (to the customer) You look so troubled. Is there anything I can do for you while you wait?

Customer 3: That’s nice, but I don’t know. I hate waiting for this bus that’s late all the time. I’m so worried about losing my job. I’m just not happy at this point in my life. I’m missing something. 

New Employee: It sounds like you need some patience and peace in your life. 

Customer 3: Ya, that would be nice. But I won’t get it in this phony fruit. Trust me, I’ve tried this stuff.

Owner: Excuse me? 

New Employee: You don’t act like this from eating fruit. Jesus Christ brings these things out in your life. He’s given me real joy and peace and self control and patience and kindness and goodness and faithfulness and most important, LOVE. Chaquita’s fruit could never do that.  It shows that the fruits or evidence of the Spirit of God is not a fruit at all. It comes from the inside out.

End Scene  Curtain Closes Front Off, SS On

The Church

(The Seven Unities of the Spirit)
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Point of skit: Christ shows Himself to the world through His church.  We are one unit together that lives, works and loves for Christ.

David:  So after the Holy Spirit was given, God set up His church. 

Maryann: Everyone who has trusted in Him is a part of the church. 

Jon:  And as the church, we are given seven things that unite us- Seven things that believers can have in common.  Some call them the seven unities of the Spirit. 

Maryann:  So Coming in at #2 in our countdown of the ages is The Seven Unities of the Spirit.

Curtain Opens SS Off, Front On

Solo/Duet: “Make Us One” while little girls do little ballet routine and bring out banners that contain the seven unities.

Make Us One

Words & Music By Twila Paris

Make us one, make us one
Make us one, undivided body
Make us one, make us one
For the sake of Your name make us one


Make us love, make us love
Make us love so the world will know we love You
Make us love, make us love
For the sake of Your name make us love


Make us pure, make us pure
Make us pure and righteous. make us holy
Make us pure, make us pure
For the sake of Your name make us pure


Make us one, make us one
Make us one, undivided body
Make us one, make us one
For the sake of Your name make us one
For the sake of Your name till You come
For the sake of Your name make us one 

Curtain Closes

Front Off SS On

Christ In Our Lives TODAY
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Maryann:   Well we’ve come to the end of our countdown 

David: This brings us to today.

Maryann:  Sure, we can say that God spoke to Abraham and Moses and Ruth and David in the Old Testament or that He was real to Joseph and Mary and the early believers in the Church but what about you and I?  God speaks to us too.

Jon:  Finally, # 1 in our countdown of the Top 10 ways Jesus affected history is Jesus Christ’s place in your life TODAY.

Point of skit: Christ can change your life today!

“Safe” Skit

Premise of “Safe” Skit:  A young girl seeks for purpose in this life.  Throughout every where she goes and everything she tries, there is a light that is in the corner; that light is Christ- trying to get her attention to save her from the mess she is creating for herself.  Finally she turns to The Light  and finds true safety, hope, and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord.

“For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:6-8
Curtain Opens

SS Off, “GodSpot” On

"Safe"

How did you know that I'm all alone today
Oh I feel so scared and I want to go away
I bleed so deep underneath my soul is screaming
[Chorus:]
I'm not gonna hide, I'm not gonna run away
I'll uncover the scars and show you every mistake
Your love has mended my blisters and my bruising shame
Here with you, I am safe

Drowning the tears won't make it go away
It's robbing my soul so I'm taking this mask off my face
To discover love and uncover 

All it means to live and breathe
[Chorus]

When you uncover I discover I am not afraid
But when were hiding we end up fighting
To be safe.

[Chorus]

Curtain Closes, Lights off, Spot on Reggie
Gospel Message

Front On, Curtain Opens

“Joy to the World”

Prayer

The End
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