HOW SHOULD A KING COME?

By Nancy Tirrell (2010)

This play contrasts the way an earthly king enters the world to the way the King of Kings entered the world. It starts out with the song How Should a King Come? This could be performed as a choir piece or special music. For our play, we put together a slide show depicting the lines of the song. For the first two verses, there were pictures gold coaches, castles, treasures, crowns, etc, and for the last two, there were various scenes of Bethlehem and the Nativity. 
The play can be done with a small number of children and teens (see p.11) and may be changed or adapted for your group. Since the narration is important, the narrator should be an older teen or an adult. Scenery and costumes can be simple or elaborate, depending on the resources and talent available to you! (Ideas on p. 11) 

One final suggestion--I always have the children sit (in costume) in the front rows during the performance so they can watch the play. They come up for their scenes and sit back down.  (The pre-schoolers might need some primping and you might want to put their halos on right before their scene!) 

If you have any questions or comments, feel free to contact me.

njt453@hotmail.com
HOW SHOULD A KING COME?

Welcome and Intro

How Should a King Come? By Jimmy and Carol Owens (words to song on p. 10)
SCENE ONE: The Promised King
STAGE: Israeli market scene; bushel baskets of produce, stalks of wheat, pottery, wooden crates
NARRATOR: How should a king come into the world? First of all, he should be born into a royal family.  He should be able to trace his family tree back through history and list all the great kings in his royal ancestry.   The Jewish people knew about kings and royal family trees.  God had promised their own King David that his throne would be established forever.  The prophets told of a king who would come from the line of David, and who would rule—not only over Israel, but over all nations.  According to the prophet Micah, the ancestry of this man would go back even further than King David.  His origins would be from the days of eternity.  But when would this king come?  One thousand years passed since King David ruled---and still the people of Israel waited for this great king to arise.  It seemed impossible now.  They did not even have their own land.  Israel was under the control of the Roman Empire. Life was harsh and difficult.  If only God would hear the cries of His people!  If only He would remember His promises and send them a King to bring justice and righteousness and set His people free! 
We can only imagine what life was like for the Jews at this time.  But to help us imagine, we’re going to eavesdrop on a couple of Israelite ladies who might have lived in Nazareth at that time. Let me introduce to you: Dinah and Deborah. 
Two Israeli women enter, carrying market baskets. (Dinah is overly plump)
Dinah: Everywhere we go, there are Roman soldiers. They’re always watching us. We’re like slaves in our own land! (she looks over her shoulder)
Deborah: Yes, and those evil tax collectors—they take so much of our hard earned money--we can barely make ends meet! 

Dinah: Oh, it’s so miserable!  I remember when we could eat raisin cakes any time we wanted!  Now we go to bed hungry!  All the time hungry!  We never get enough to eat! (pats her large stomach—they both look at her stomach, then she puts her hands on her hips)
Why do you look at me like that?
Deborah:  Oh—no reason!  It’s nothing!  Anyway----someday things will be different. The Scriptures promise there will be a Savior, a deliverer.  He will set us free!  Maybe He’s coming soon. (she takes Dinah’s arm and pats it.  They walk out together) 
Dinah: (as they walk out) Yes, maybe.
PIANO: COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS     CLEAR STAGE
SCENE TWO: Hope is Born (empty stage)

NARRATOR: In a land that is ruled by kings, everyone awaits the news that an heir to the throne will be born.  The people of Israel looked forward to their promised king with great hope and longing—even though some wondered if God would ever fulfill His promises. It had been SO long since the prophets had made their promises. 

But God had not abandoned His people, and had not forgotten His words. The promised king, from the line of King David, would soon be born. The Bible tells us: “when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman”. And so, at just the right time, God sent the angel Gabriel to a young virgin named Mary to give her some news.  Mary and her fiancé Joseph just happened to be descendents of King David. 
Mary and angel walk in at same time. Mary is carrying grapes and other fruits and vegetables in a cloth; her head is down.
ANGEL:  Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you!
 (Mary jumps back, drops cloth and grapes etc., hands over mouth) 

ANGEL: Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end."  
MARY: I am the servant of the Lord.  May it be to me as you have said. 
Angel exits--Mary stays, pacing slowly back and forth across the stage while Narrator reads:

NARRATOR:  The angel told Mary her baby would be the Son of the Most High.  The Holy Spirit would come upon her and God would be His Father. And Mary believed these words and agreed to be God’s instrument to bring His Son into the world.  (Mary exits, picking up grapes and cloth)
PIANO: O COME, O COME EMMANUEL
Joseph enters, pacing, obviously talking to himself while narrator reads:
NARRATOR:  But Joseph had not seen the angel. Although he was a godly man, he was not sure what was going on. He wanted to believe Mary, but it was so outrageous. People would ridicule them; they would talk behind their backs. The family would be disgraced.  So he came up with a plan. (he taps his temple with his finger as if to say “I have a plan!”) He would end the engagement.  That would make things easier for both of them. (Joseph spreads out blanket and lies down) But it was not God’s plan to bring His Son into the world without an earthly father!  So He sent an angel to Joseph. The angel appeared to him in a dream.—

 Angel enters when Joseph is settled. Use spotlight or black light when angel enters)
ANGEL: (walking in front of him) Joseph!  Son of David!  (walking around in back of him) Do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.
Angel exits-----Joseph sits up and looks around. He stands up and says:
JOSEPH: Oh dear!  Mary and I have a lot to talk about! (He grabs his blanket and hurries off)
 NARRATOR : Those ancient prophecies were beginning to come true. The Bible tells us: “All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet Isaiah—‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ which means, ‘God with us’”.  God was preparing to bring His Son, the promised King, into the world.
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: COME, THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS
SCENE THREE:  The Way that it’s Done  
STAGE: “throne”, lightweight table with gold tablecloth, gold pillows and gold fans near throne
There are lots of things to do to prepare for birth of a baby. The baby needs a soft bed, a quiet place to sleep, new clothes, warm blankets, cuddly toys. . . And of course, everything must be perfectly clean and germ-free! Think about all the preparations that would be made if the new baby were born into a royal family. He  would have everything money could buy.  And the mother’s physical condition would be of utmost importance. She would take no chances—no long rides, no strenuous exercise.  She would be pampered and protected at all times.  Her baby must be strong and healthy if he is to be king some day. Let’s imagine the scene in a typical palace where a royal birth is about to take place. 
Pregnant queen shuffles in leaning on 2 nurses’ arms 

NURSE #1: Would you like to sit, m’lady? 

QUEEN: Yes, please, on this chair. (nurse helps her sit) Oh, get me a pillow! 

NURSE #2:  Yes, m’ lady!  (Nurse #2 puts a golden pillow behind her—Queen slumps, arms hanging down. Nurse #1 puts another pillow under her feet. Nurse #2 picks up fan and  begins to fan her.) 
QUEEN: Bring me some tea and crumpets!

NURSE #2:  Yes, m’ lady!  (she curtsies and starts to go out)

QUEEN: No, no!  It’s too hot for tea and crumpets! I said it’s HOT! Pick up that fan!
NURSE #2:  Yes, m’ lady!  (she picks up fan and starts fanning her)
QUEEN: (she closes her eyes, then sits up straight)  Enough!  I’m tired of sitting! Let’s go check the nursery again. Are you absolutely sure we have EVERYTHING  we need? 
NURSE #1: Yes, m’lady!  

QUEEN: And you’ve washed all the blankets and the clothes and the toys?

NURSE #2:  3 times, m’lady.

QUEEN: Well, I’d better check. We must make sure everything is absolutely perfect! 
Nurses help her up and they shuffle out, queen leaning on nurses’ arms
 NARRATOR : And what about the greatest king? What was His birth like? 
The prophet Micah said this king would be born in Bethlehem, the town where King David lived. Mary and Joseph lived in Nazareth, more than 80 miles from Bethlehem. If their baby was the ruler Micah foretold, He couldn’t be born in Nazareth.  He must be born in Bethlehem. But how could they make such a trip when it was so near the time for Mary to give birth!

Suddenly, they didn’t have a choice. The Roman Emperor issued a decree---a census would be taken—and everyone would have to return to the town where they were born. 
STAGE CREW: REMOVE CHAIR ETC.,set up market scene
PIANO: O Little Town of Bethlehem
SCENE FOUR:  Commotion in the Kingdom 
STAGE: market scene: bushel baskets of produce, stalks of wheat, pottery, wooden crates
NARRATOR: Imagine the commotion this decree must have caused throughout the empire.  Let’s check in with Dinah and Deborah again. They’ve just gotten the news that they must register for the census. I wonder what they think. 
Dinah and Deborah enter with market baskets
DEBORAH: Did you hear the news, Dinah? 

DINAH: Yes, it’s terrible! Now those Romans are making us travel back to our hometowns to register!  I’m sure they just want to make us pay more taxes! I’m going to have to walk 2 miles!  Me! At my age!  And with my aching back! 

DEBORAH: But did you hear that Mary and Joseph are going to have to go all the way to Bethlehem? 
DINAH: To BETHLEHEM?  (dropping basket) In her condition?  That’s more than 80 miles!  Poor thing!  How will she ever do it?
DEBORAH: (shaking her head)  I just don’t know!  Some say her baby is the Son of God. 
DINA: But—don’t you think the Son of God would make a grand entrance? This makes no sense!
DEBORAH: Seems like the way it SHOULD be done—but wait—isn’t the Messiah supposed to be born in Bethlehem? 

DINAH: You’re right, Deborah! Maybe Mary’s baby IS the Messiah? The king and Savior we’ve been waiting for! 
(Dinah picks up basket and they walk out, pretending to talk excitedly as they go)
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Stage Crew: During hymn--Set up stone wall. Arrange manger and bench behind it, with barn scene backdrop behind manger and bench
SCENE FIVE: No Room for the King

Stage: stone wall, manger, bench and barn scene behind it. Innkeeper—go behind wall
 NARRATOR : It was such a risky trip!  Mary was almost ready to have her baby! Even though it was dangerous, there were no royal guards to go with them, no nurses to attend to Mary’s every need as she carried the King of Kings to His birthplace. 
But even though they couldn’t see Him, God Himself was watching over them, and His angels stood guard as Mary and Joseph began the long trek from Nazareth to Galilee. They had to rely on God and on the angel’s promises as they made their way to Bethlehem. And then, when they arrived in Bethlehem, the town was bustling with travelers who had also come to register for the census. It was crowded and noisy and dusty.  They needed to find a place right away. . . the baby would be coming soon!  There were no new clothes, no warm blankets, no cuddly toys. . . not even a clean, private room. .  .God does not always do things the way we expect Him to--but He would provide for them in His own unique way. 

MARY AND JOSEPH walk in slowly from right and knock on innkeeper’s door. Mary is “great with child”--Joseph is carrying a cloth bag with blanket in it
INNKEEPER: (from behind wall) Go away! All the rooms are full! 

JOSEPH:  Please don’t turn us away! My wife is about to have a baby!

INNKEEPER:  (coming out of door, holding lantern up to look at them)  A baby! Oh  dear!  . .  . Well, you wouldn’t want to stay here anyway!   It’s so crowed, there are people sleeping on the floor. (starts to go back in door)
JOSEPH:  Wait! Please! Is there anywhere else we could stay? 

INNKEEPER: Well. . .Only the stable.

JOSEPH: The stable! (he looks at Mary)  Well—OK—we need to find a place quickly. 

INNKEEPER:  It’s right out back. No one will bother you there. Here, take the lantern. Joseph takes lantern. 

MARY: Thank you. (They exit; Mary gets baby for next scene) 
NARRATOR: So the King of Kings was not born in a luxurious palace, surrounded by servants, cared for by nurses.   And Mary and Joseph did not wrap Him in a velvet robe and lay Him on a bed of satin and silk. They wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and laid Him in a manger. Alone, rejected—this is the way the King of Kings and Lord of Lords came into the world. He came to a manger throne. 

Stage crew removes wall.  Mary and Joseph enter and sit on bench. Mary is holding baby
SPECIAL MUSIC: (or congregational hymn) What Child is This?
SCENE SIX: The Royal Proclamation
Stage: barn scene background, manger, bench 

Shepherds and angels stand by door ready to enter
NARRATOR: The birth of an earthly king would not have happened like this.  Everyone in the kingdom would know about the royal event as soon as possible. Couriers would go to kings of distant lands, and there would be a royal proclamation throughout the kingdom-- with trumpets and music and parades—banners would wave and crowds would shout their praises of the new king. . .
 What about the birth of God’s King?  Did God make an announcement for the entire world to hear?  Did He send heavenly messengers to King Herod, or to the religious leaders, or to anyone rich or famous?  No, but He did make a spectacular birth announcement.  Not to the rich and famous, but to poor shepherds --the outcasts of society. God must have known the shepherds would be so excited they would tell everyone about the newborn King—they would not be able to keep the news to themselves.
The Bible tells us how it happened:

There were shepherds were living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks by night. And an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.
Shepherds enter and sit cross-legged on left side of stage

Angel enters, center stage, turned slightly to shepherds
ANGEL: Do not be afraid! (shepherds look very afraid!) Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which will be to all people.  For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

Teachers lead preschoolers to center stage, in front of angel, facing audience. 

NARRATOR: And suddenly there was a great multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:  
(PRESCHOOLERS with Angel:)
 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men! 
NARRATOR: The shepherds went and found Mary and Joseph and the baby.  Everything was just as the angel had said it would be—and then they told everyone the King of Kings and Lord of Lords had come into the world.  The shepherds could not keep quiet about what God had done.  Tonight we continue to spread that message. 
Shepherds stand, Mary and Joseph sit on bench with baby in manger. Shepherds gather around the manger. Other children enter to sing the following song. 
Song by all the kids: (They can sing this  song or another carol such as Hark the Herald Angels Sing. The children sang the following song to a familiar Bible Club tune, but it may not be well known. We invited the children from the neighborhood who come to Bible Club on Sunday nights to join us on stage. Anyone who performs this play may use these words and set them to another  tune.)
Tidings of great joy we bring! 

God has sent the newborn king! 

Born in Bethlehem this day
Laid in a manger on the hay

Na na na na , na na na na Hey!

Na na na na, na na na na Ho! (repeat)
We saw angels in the sky! 

They said “Glory to God on high! 

Good will to men and peace on earth”

Let’s spread the news of the Savior’s birth!
Na na na na , na na na na Hey!

Na na na na, na na na na Ho! (repeat)

Tidings of great joy we bring! 

God has sent the newborn king! 

Jesus came to set us free
Gave His life for you and me! 
Na na na na , na na na na Hey!

Na na na na, na na na na Ho! (repeat)
All sit down
SCENE SEVEN:  Gifts Fit for a King
Stage: Clear stage, bring out throne
NARRATOR: Finally, an earthly king would receive costly gifts from noblemen far and near. Since Jesus was born in such a humble way, in a dirty stable with a feeding trough for His bed--would anyone come from afar to bring Him costly gifts? Yes.  Magi from a distant land received their own birth announcement—not angelic messengers, but an unusual star.  The magi were advisors to kings who studied ancient writings and who carefully observed the movements of the stars.  We’re not sure how they knew to follow this sign—but there was a Bible passage that said a star would  rise out of Israel—a star that would signify the coming of a great King. The magi probably came from Babylon—where the Jews had spent 70 years in captivity.  Perhaps these magi had studied the Hebrew Scriptures. But no matter how they knew, they traveled many miles to see the newborn King of the Jews.  When they arrived in Jerusalem, they began asking where to find Him. Oddly, no one even seemed to know a new king had been born. 
HEROD PACES BACK AND FORTH ACROSS STAGE

NARRATOR: King Herod was greatly disturbed to find that these impressive looking men had come to worship a new king. What could it mean, he wondered? Suddenly, he knew. (finger to temple) They must be talking about the Jewish Messiah. What did the Scriptures say about Him? He must find out! The chief priests and teachers of the Law would know!  So he summoned them and asked them. They didn’t even have to look up the answer—they knew it by heart. “Bethlehem”,  they told him—because the prophet Micah had said a ruler would come out of Bethlehem, a ruler  whose ancestry  could be traced, not only to King David, but all the way back to eternity. 
So then, King Herod called the magi to him secretly. He had plans of his own for this newborn “king”.  (Herod rubs hands together, then sits on his throne, arms crossed)Magi enter and bow before him. 
HEROD:  So! Tell me about this star! When did it appear? The exact time?
 Herod leans over as if talking to them in secret. 
Magi: (pretend to talk to him, making whispering sounds)

Herod:  (as if listening to them) I see, I see, yes.  You must come back when you’ve found Him—I want to worship Him too, you know!  (He sits up, waves them off) You’re dismissed!  (they BOW and exit out the side door GET GIFTS and go to back of church. Wait there till Mary and Joseph are seated on bench
NARRATOR: And so the magi went on their way and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. And when they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 
Please turn in your  hymnals to # _______ We Three Kings. You may stay seated.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN: We Three Kings 
During song, Stage crew remove throne and bring in bench. Hang up star and plug in. 
SCENE EIGHT: Worship the King!
Stage: Bench, star hung in back of bench
Mary and Joseph enter and sit down with baby. When they are seated, wise men start up the aisle, walking in time to music. They go to left side of stageand wait till song is finished before saying their lines. 
MAGI (together): We followed a star 



  We’ve come from afar 



  And we have found the king! . 


  We humbly bow


  To worship Him now


      
  And offer the gifts we bring. 

Then one by one,
Magi #1: (steps toward Mary and Joseph): Gold. (places it in front of M & J, kneels to right of M & J)) 

Magi #2: (steps toward Mary and Joseph): Frankincense. (places it in front of M & J, kneels next to #1) 

Magi #3: (steps toward Mary and Joseph): Myrrh. (places it in front of M & J, kneels next to #2) 

NARRATOR: These foreign magi recognized the kingship of the Lord Jesus, even though very few people in Jerusalem even took notice of His birth. Maybe that’s because He came in such a quiet way—not in the way that a king should come.  (pause)
(Magi stand up and exit, sitting in seats--front row)

NARRATOR: He came as a lamb, gentle and willing to lay down His life as a sacrifice for our sins.   The King of the Universe laid down His life so that we could enter into His kingdom. And although He entered the world in a humble way, He fulfilled that purpose—by dying on a Roman cross.  He paid for our sins so and then rose from the dead. The payment was accepted. The risen King conquered death. 

It didn’t happen the way the religious leaders thought it should happen. They thought the Messiah would set up an earthly kingdom, but His kingdom is so much greater than that. An earthly kingdom only lasts for a few decades. He set up a heavenly kingdom  that will last forever.  The Bible tells us one day every knee will bow to Him and everyone will know He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  Every creature in heaven and earth and under the earth and in the sea will sing: To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power forever and ever! 
Everyone here tonight can be part of that kingdom, rejoicing with the angels and with people from every tribe, every tongue and every nation. Just recognize Him as Lord and King and believe He came to pay the penalty for your sins. Ask Him to cleanse you of your sins and bring you into His kingdom to be with Him forever and ever! 

Let’s rejoice that the Lord has come and that we can receive Him as king.  As our finale, the children will sing “Joy to the World”. Please join them on the second and third verses.  You’ll find the words in your program. 

Everyone, including Bible Club kids, comes forward to sing. Magi pick up gifts and hold them. 

Final song: ALL CAST: Joy to the World

Short message and invitation

HOW SHOULD A KING COME?

By Jimmy and Carol Owens
     How should a King come?
     Even a child knows the answer of course,

     In a coach of gold with a pure white horse.

     In the beautiful city in the prime of the day,

     And the trumpets should cry and the crowds make way.

     And the flags fly high in the morning sun,

     And the people all cheer for the sovereign one.

     And everyone knows that's the way that it's done.

     That's the way that a King should come.

     How should a King come?
     Even a commoner understands,

     He should come for His treasures,

     And His houses and lands.

     He should dine upon summer strawberries and milk,

     And sleep upon bedclothes of satin and silk.

     And high on a hill His castle should glow,

     With the lights of the city like jewels below.

     And everyone knows that's the way that it's done,

     That's the way that a King should come.
     How should a King come? 
     On a star filled night into Bethlehem,

     Rode a weary woman and a worried man.

     And the only sound in the cobblestone street,

     Was the shuffle and the ring of their donkey's feet.

     And a King lay hid in a virgin's womb,

     And there were no crowds to see Him come.

     At last in a barn in a manger of hay,

     He came and God incarnate lay.

     And the angels cried "glory glory to God".

     Earth was silent so heaven rang,

     "Glory glory to God."

     Men were dumb so the angels sang,

     "Glory glory to God

     Peace on earth good will to men,

     Glory glory to God".

     Christ is born in Bethlehem,

     "Glory glory to God.

     Glory in the highest,

     Glory to God.

     Glory in the highest,

     Glory to God
http://www.stagepass.com/groupartist/artist_item_detail.hperl?Artist=Owens%2C+Carol&Invnum=00-24371 (free audio sample)

CAST, COSTUMES AND PROPS
COSTUMES: Here’s a site to try for costume patterns and ideas.
sewing.patternreview.com/cgi-bin/patterns/sewingpatterns.pl?patternid=7455
Or just google “shepherd costume” for ideas

Simplicity pattern 4797 (Nativity costumes) is still available. 
CAST, COSTUMES, PROPS
Songleader/MC to introduce play and lead hymns
Narrator 

2 Israelite ladies (Dinah & Deborah) (dressed in robes, head coverings, sandals)(market baskets)
Angel (white robe, gold rope belt, halo made from garland)

Mary (robe, belt head covering, sandals, roundish pillow) (cloth or napkin for grapes etc.) (baby or doll) 
Joseph (robe ,headdress, sandals) (rough blanket, cloth bag to put blanket in)
Queen (fancy long robe with fancy belt, tiara, large pillow under robe)
2 Nurses (we made white skirts & nurse caps to go with white blouses, white sneakers)
Innkeeper (robe and headdress, sandals or flip flops, lantern)
Shepherds (robes, headdresses, flip flops)
Preschool angels (white robes, gold rope belts, halos made from garland)
King Herod (velvet robe, crown)
3 Magi (satin robes, fancy head coverings) (gold, frankincense, myrrh)
SCENERY
Marketplace: bushel baskets of produce, wheat stalks, pottery, wooden crates
Queen scene: throne (also for Herod), gold pillows, gold fans (can be homemade from heavyweight gold wrapping paper) Lightweight table with gold cloth

Manger scene: small wooden bench, manger, barn wall background (“wooden” wall can be made w/Kraft paper) (Other props: crates, jugs, animal cut-outs, hay bales) 
Inn: stone wall (I used a large refrigerator box and purchased a roll of stone wall paper (online) for making scenery—then used spray adhesive to adhere paper to cardboard
Magi scene: Lighted star
1

