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oung people from Christian homes arc too often being

trained for the world instead of for the Saviour; for

hell instead of heaven. Ask the average Christian par-

ents today, “For what are you training your children?”
Most of them will answer, “For a good job,” or “For
financial independence,” or “For the ability to support a
family and live in a measure of comfort.”

The wording may differ, but the answers are essentially the
same. We want our young people to get ahead. We don’t want
them to be outstripped by others in financial respectability. We
have an “image” of what is desirable for our children, and we exert
all kinds of pressure on them to conform to the pattern.

We want them to go to big-name colleges, the bigger the
better. We want them to land jobs with some organization that
has prestige in the community. We want them to marry well—
that is, to win someone with a certain amount of status. We want
them to live in a nice section of suburbia, to raise a good-looking
family and enjoy the things we were denied as young people. We
V&ﬁlnt ﬁhem to give their spare evenings and Sundays to the local
church.

How many parents hold the work of the Lord before their
children as a desirable way in which to spend their lives? How
many fathers urge their sons to throw all the social niceties to the
wind, forsake all creature comforts, and obey the Great Commis-
sion? How many mothers covet for their daughters lives of service
and sacrifice for Christ?

We have become basically worldly in outlook and con-
sequently we are bringing forth children for the destroyer. We are
raising a generation that will give their finest talents to a corpora-
tion, but not to Christ. They will do for money what they will not
for the Master!

ivy league colleges

The parental pressure usually starts in earnest when Junior is
nearing the end of his high school course. It is a foregone con-
clusion that he must go to college. Whether he is fitted for college
15 quite beside the point. He must have a college education. All the
other young people in the assembly are going off to ivy-league
colleges.

It never seems to occur to parents that their children might
be more suited to a trade. But what’s wrong with a trade? After all,
the main purpose of a Christian’s job is to provide for bare, mini-
mum essentials so the major part of his time and talents can be
given to furthering the cause of Christ. Often a Christian in a
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“higher” in business and whose lifeblood is being sapped by a
transient enterprise.

But it’s no use. Parents are thoroughly brainwashed with the
notion that “You can’t get anywhere today without a college de-
gree,” and so this is the way it’s going to be. Some fathers would
nearly fall over with apoplexy if their son or daughter came home
and expressed the determination to go with some active, aggressive
evangelistic outreach group. “What,” they would screamn, “and
waste crucial years of your hife?”

One young believer I know went off to a well-known univer-
sity to the great satisfaction of his relatives and friends. But God
had dealings with him there, and he decided he was not getting
the type of training he needed. The next time he came home he
told his Christian father he wanted to drop out and serve the Lord.
The dad realized that such a step might scuttle all his well-laid
plans for his son’s success. For several hours he presented his
strong reasons why it would be most unwise for the lad to do this.
In the back of his mind, the father also anticipated the social
stigma that would be attached to such a move.

Finally the son looked his father squarely in the eye and
asked, “Well, Dad, do you want me to go on for the Lord or don’t
you?”” Fortunately, this proved to be the end of all opposition.

Many parents who didn’t go to college themselves have an
obsession that their children will not be denied this privilege. In
many cases, it 1s a blind, unthinking passion that has worldly ad-
vancement as its goal, rather than spiritual welfare.

There is a place for a college education, but that is at the
pierced feet of Christ. It is legitimate if it leads directly to the
tulfillment of God’s will in a person’s life. But it is utterly wrong
if its aim is to equip a Christian to make a name for himself in the
world, or to waste his time and energy chasing the bubbles of
earthly advantage. It is alright if it can be chained to the chariot-
wheels of God, but should be counted as dung if it lures 2 man
away from the primary to the trivial.

“I think of Henry Martyn, that brilliant Cambridge wrangler
(top honor student), grasping the coveted honors of his beloved
university, and yet strangely hungry in the hour of his academic
triumph: ‘I was surprised to find that I had grasped a shadow.” Ah,
but it was a surprise of grace, a blessed disappointment, inspired by
the Holy Ghost. “The Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it,” and the
coveted glory fades like the withered grass. It was a gracious dis-
illusionment, for Henry Matryn’s eyes were now lifted far above
scholastic prizes to the all-satisfying ‘prize of the high calling of

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Having gazed upon the glory of the
Lord, his eyes were washed to discern the vastness of the Lord’s
untilled and fruitless fields, and he turned his consecrated life to
India.” —J. W. Jowett

fans or fanaties?





[image: image3.jpg]ceptable for young

people to aspire for

fame in the world of

athletics. There’s

something especially ap-

pealing about a clean-cut fel-

low who makes the team, and

goes on to bring glory to his college.

In some sports at least there are

built-in hazards. Our fine young Chris-

) ‘tian may finish the season with a torn

ligament, a fractured vertebra, or a dislocated something or other.

It’s perfectly all right! In fact, casts are things to be autographed

and crutches have a certain glory attached to them. We have

learned to adopt a philosophic attitude toward casualties in the
realm of sports.

But honestly now, are we just as happy about our fine young
heroes going into the Christian warfare to bring glory to the
Saviour of the world?

Are we just as philosophic when they are stoned because of
their testimony for Christ? Are we as proud to see them holding
a street meeting in Bombay as to see them on the football field at
Ohio State?

It’s the difference between fans and fanatics! They can yell
their heads off at the game, cry “Kill him! Murder him!” from the
sideline. . .we call them “fans.” But let them get desperate with
God in all-night prayer meetings, speak to everyone they meet
about the Lord (embarrassing their more sophisticated brothers
and sisters) . . . now they’re “fanatics.”

Something is wrong with our sense of values. . .terribly
wrong!

In our Christian culture,
‘ it 1s considered quite ac-

the call to arms

_And then there is our approach to the whole subject of
military service. Our sons receive their letter of “Greetings” from
the Selective Service and soon they are in uniform. Nothing the
matter with that, is there? Now they are in training. . . conquering
barbedwire entanglements, crawling under machinegun fire,
marching interminable miles. They go off to the front lines. . .
foxholes, blood, stench, heartache. We don’t like it, but we ac-

cept it. As the French say, “Clest
la guerre!” (It’s war) If our sons die
in combat, we say, “They gave their
lives for their country.” It 1s all right
to give your life for your country,
st it?

If that is reasonable, how much
more reasonable it is that we should
give our sons to the Lord Jesus
Christ! With what holy abandon
should we urge them to spend and
be spent for Him! How we should

hold before them the glorious vision of

living and of dying for the Son of God!

How we should heed the call:

Give of your sons to bear the message glorious,

Give of your wealth to speed them on their
way,

Give of yourselves, for them in prayer
victorious,

And all thou givest Jesus will repay!

Unfortunately, it is not so. Many

mothers become neurotic at the
thought of “losing” their children to
the mission field. When Isabel Kuhn

told her mother that God had called her
to serve Him overseas, the good woman

replied, “Over my dead body.” And that is pre-
cisely how Isabel finally went. . .over her mother’s dead body!

In far too many cases, we would rather see our children be-
come accident statistics at home than Gospel casualties abroad.
‘When our sons go off into military service, we treat them like na-
tional heroes. When they seck to go into the work of the Lord,
they often meet roadblocks and reproach.

Since when was it more glorious to die for one’s country than
for the Captain of our Salvation?

the job’s the thing

When our children have landed a good job and are well on
their way to advancement, we feel a true sense of fulfillment. We
can lean back and breathe a little easier. In a hundred and onc
ways, we betray our conviction that the job’s the thing. Here’s an
example:
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“He’s doing real well, thanks.”
“How do you mean?”

“Why, he’s vice-president in charge of
paper clips at the Amalgamated Futility
Company.”

“How’s he doing spiritually?”

“Oh, well, I can’t say very much about
that. He doesn’t have as much time as he
would like for the things of the Lord.”

“That’s just it! He’s doing real well

for this life, but not so well for the life to
come, the life that really counts!

What usually happens is this: Phil is a
keen young fellow with real potential for the
Lord. He isn’t in his job long before the com-

pany executives realize that he has what it
takes. They soon give him a promotion with the resulting increase
in pay. Of course, the company expects him to produce. They
want more of his time. They expect him to travel on short notice.

_As his advancements come, he finds he has less time for his

family, and still less time for the work of the Lord. He cannot
assume any regular responsibilities in the local church because
he might be out of town.

There are times when he would like to break loose and do
something that would contribute directly to the eternal welfare
of souls, but he is caught in a web. His growing family, his new
home, his car, these all put him under financial pressure. And then
there is always the consideration of what people would say. Maybe
he could stand this, but his wife would find it more difficult.

His company has a perverse genius for draining the best of a
man’s energies. It’s pressure, pressure, pressure all the time. Com-
petition grows keener, sales quotas are pushed higher, and some
of his subordinates cast covetous eyes at his job.

zxx
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The day comes when he receives his final promotion. This
is the pinnacle. From now on, he’s on the sunset side. His hand
has developed a tremor, his nerves are shot, and he’s looking for-
ward to retirement. )

What grieves him is that he has given his best to a corpora-
tion. When the corporation no longer needs him, he is put on the
shelf with the ceremony of a farewell dinner. Then he regrets that
he didn’t give the best of his life to the Lord, and use the job
as a way of paying expenses. What I am trying to say is that the
job is not the thing! Christians have bigger

business than to spend their lives as

minor officials in short-lived con-

Jenny Lind left the stage

at the zenithof her powers. Sit-

ting one day where the gentle

tides come rolling in at Ostend,

a Bible in her lap and her eyes

on the glories of the setting sun,

someone asked her why she had

stepped down from her throne

i the day of her coronation.

She laid her hand on the

open Bible and said, “It

this, and” (pointing to the great sun) “nothing of that; and so 1

gave it up without regret for a greater life.” )
Because of our emphasis on good jobs, the church is playing

second fiddle to big business and the world is unevangelized.
Please don’t misunderstand, or get the idea that we are en-

dorsing laziness. We do not mean that young people should be

drop-outs from society, sitting around most of the day drinking

Cokes, with only an occasional burst of evangelistic activity. Far

from it! We advocate the discipline of gainful employment. But it

is a question of priorities. The job is a valid means of providing

for current necessities, but there comes a point when its growing

cerns!

-—wv - W ww
made me think little of
demands must yield to the prior claims of Christ.

the power of example

Young people are not fools. On the contrary, they are good
judges of human nature. They read adults like a book. o
Older Christians may preach about consecration, dedication




[image: image5.jpg]and devotion. They might talk about the mission field and the
dignity of Christian service. But young people can tell what they
really think is worthwhile by the way they
spend their lives. If they see their elders
amassing a fortune, giving first
priority to business and living in
luxury don’t be surprised if they
follow the same pattern.

We might think it is our inalienable right to retire to a life
of inactivity after 40 years of work, but we should not be dis-
appointed if our children labor toward the same goal, while a world
goes down to hell!

excuses by the bushel

‘Whenever the claims of Christ are pressed
upon young people, their parents
usually rush into the fray with
some well-worn theological
arguments. Here are some ex-
amples:

“Everyone can’t go. Some-
one must stand by the stuff.”
That verse about stand-

ing by the stuff is unusual-

ly well known! (I Sam.
30:24) But it is doubtful
that when David spoke the
words, he intended them to
be used as an excuse for dis-
obeying the plain teachings
of Jesus. Actually there is no
immediate danger of a
shortage of manpower
standing by the stuff! The
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stuff is well guarded! Even if every Christian were to live for
Christ first and foremost, there is a God in Heaven who would
provide for all our needs. No one would starve.

A sccond cxcuse i1s: “‘Someone has to be in the upper econom-
ic bracket to reach the well-to-do with the Gospel.”

This is simply not true. Paul penetrated Caesar’s household
when he was in prison. A dedicated chambermaid can reach the
up-and-outers for whom she works. “The spider taketh hold with
her hands, and is in kings” palaces.” (Prov. 30:28) Too often the
upper-crust argument is an excuse for the servant to live higher
than his Master did!

Then someone will say: “Don’t go into the work of the Lord
unless you are distinctly called.”

What we forget is that we are all called to serve Christ! This
is our great reason for existing. We are not intended to be orna-
mental or to live self-centered lives. Our calling is to make Christ
known. The New Testament never speaks of people called to be
tent makers, or fishermen, or tanners. We are called to be wit-
nesses; the occupation is designed to provide for our upkeep.

A final excuse is the plan-
tive plea of sentimental par-
ents: “Stay at home, make
a lot of money, and support
the work of the Lord.”

It sounds so plausible. But
it overlooks the fact that the
most important need in
Christianity today is for
Spirit-filled men. In my ex-
perience in Christian work
I have found it relatively
easy to pray in money, but
it was another thing alto-
gether to pray in reluctant
men!

get baek to the

fundamentals
‘We teach our children to
accumulate; Christ calls
them to forsake all (Luke 14:33)
‘We tcach them that it is not respectable to be poor; Jesus
said, “Blessed be ye poor; for yours is the’kingdom of God.” (Luke

)

We tell them to stay home and make good. The Lord tells
them to “gc. . .into all the world and preach the Gospel.” (Mark
16:15)

We tell them to provide for their security on earth. The
Saviour tells them to lay up treasure in heaven. (Matthew 6:20)

We suggest they should live for two worlds. Jesus says it can’t
be done. (Luke 16:13)

We tell them to walk by sight. The Word tells them to walk
by faith. (Il Cor. 5:7)

It is time we rethink our ambitions for our children in the
light of these inescapable facts:

1. Men and women without Christ throughout the world
are perishing.

2. We Christians have what they need. . .the Gospel.

3. If we withhold the bread of life from them, we are guilty

11




[image: image7.jpg]12

of criminal negligence, ves, even soul murder.

4. We do not belong to ourselves. We have been bought
with the blood of the Lord Jesus.

5. We have no right to live self-centered lives. Our lives must
be lived for Him who died for us and rose again.

6. If we seek to save our lives, we will lose them. If we losc
them for Him, then we will find them, reality will be ours.

7. One hundred vears from today, only the life that’s lived
for Christ will count.

We need parents who will encourage their children to burn
out for Christ. Parents who will not sulk when their sons love
Christ more than they love father or mother. Parents who will not
panic when their daughters are arrested because they choose to
obey God rather than men. Parents who will show by life as well
as lip that the person who puts Christ first is the person who
achieves life’s greatest success.

Some years ago when a father was in his study a knock came
at the door. “Who is it?” he asked. “It’s me, Ed. Could I talk to
you, Dad?”’ “Come in, Ed.”

Ed entered his studv, sat down, and after some introductory
conversation, said, “Dad, I've decided to drop out of law school
because the Lord has shown me He wants me on the mission
field.” The father said, “Let’s pray about it.”” There, on their knees,
the father commended his son to God and to the Word of His
grace.

That father was Dr. T. E. McCully. His son, Ed, went to
Ecuador and laid down his life on the shores of the Curaray River
.. .martyred by savage Auca Indians. When Dr. McCully told the
story, he often added, “How glad I am today that I didn’t say a
word to discourage or hinder Ed when he told me of his call to the
mission field.”
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